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THURSDAY, JULY 24, 2014
CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME-NCD CHAIR

Chairperson Jeff Rosen called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. Eastern Standard Time and opened the floor by introducing members, staff and guests.

BUSINESS

A. Acceptance of Agenda
Chairperson Rosen moved for acceptance of the meeting agenda for July 24, 2014 as presented.

MOTION:  Approve the board meeting agenda for July 24, 2014.

Motion passed with no objections.

B.  Approval of Minutes
MOTION:  Adopt the minutes of May 6, 2014. 

Minutes passed with one exception that Council members Benro Ogunyipe and Royal Walker be added.
MOTION:  Ms. Lynnae Ruttledge moved to adopt the minutes.

SECOND:  Ms. Royal Walker
By a roll call vote the motion carried.

Roll Call Vote:
Mr. Gary Blumenthal: Aye

Mr. Chester Finn: Aye

Ms. Sara Gelser: Aye

Mr. Jonathan Kuniholm: Aye

Ms. Kamilah Martin-Proctor: Aye

Ms. Janice Lehrer-Stein: Aye

Mr. Ari Ne’eman: Aye

Mr. Benro Ogunyipe: Aye

Ms. Stephanie Orlando: Aye

Mr. Jeff Rosen: Aye

Ms. Lynnae Ruttledge: Aye

Dr. Kate Seelman: Aye

Mr. Clyde Terry: Aye

Mr. Royal Walker: Aye

C. Chairperson’s Report

Chairperson Rosen stated that NCD through the years of various Councils it is building on the work of previous Council members and that this Council understands its investing in independence framework which has produced work promoting change to keep benefit programs to better support economic opportunities.

Chairperson Rosen stated that the Council will hear about its tremendous work on the following:

1. Social Security;

2. Medicaid;
3. Home and community based services;

4. Affordable Care Act

Chairperson Rosen stated that the Council will convene a Congressional Forum on the Rights of Parents with Disabilities which continues to support the issues that NCD does as an independent agency.

Chairperson Rosen stated that the Council has been involved in the following areas:

1. Advancing CRPD;
2. Voting;

3. Transportation;

4. ADAA;

5. Social Media

6. Mental Health;

7. Veterans with disabilities;

8. Overseas funding;

9. Education 

10. State-level policy and companion care

11. Accessible currency.

He added that the NCD has helped move people with disabilities out of institutions and into the community.  It has also helped the nation move and transition away from sheltered workshops to integrated competitive employment.

Chairperson Rosen stated that NCD is at a point in which it needs to determine the next generation and how they will do their business with some changes caused by the legislation.  He added that Congress has chosen to reduce the Council by six members in which we will be losing very critical members.  Those Council members are: Lynnnae Ruttledge, Kamilah Martin-Proctor, Sara Gelser and Stephanie Orlando.

Chairperson Rosen stated that NCD needs to reposition itself t effectively carry out the next generation of statutory charges and promoting programs and policy which will achieve equal opportunity for people with disabilities.

Chairperson Rosen stated that the Council will engage in a panel discussion to talk about the new direction in disability policy followed by Council discussion.
D. Executive Director’s Report

Ms. Cokley stated that she attend the Youth Leadership Forum in California which is the oldest youth leadership forum in the country.

Ms. Cokley stated that NCD is the Council is an amazing agency that calls out the goals for the disability community.

Ms. Cokley welcomed new members to the NCD staff as well as two new interns that will be joining in the Fall.

Ms. Cokley stated that as part of NCD”s corrective action plan following the annual audit, staff will engage in a desk shut down for two weeks in August which will allow them to manage and work through a series of internal operational issues.   The staff will also make sure we have a through desk audit by developing desk manuals for every staff role to ensure continuity of operations. 
Ms. Cokley stated that NCD is working with GSA currently to have its auditing firm selected as soon as possible.
Ms. Cokley stated that the new administrative manual has been updated by staff and will be going for GSA review next week.    The manual includes much more expansive information about administrative leave policies, FOIA policy, engagement with media and other items previously recommended both by Council members and staff.

Ms. Cokley stated that NCD is planning its Fall meeting in Atlanta which it theme will school-to-prison pipeline.  She added that NCD is working with DREDF to organize an agenda that will be both informative and lend itself to upcoming education policy reauthorizations including the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.
Ms. Cokley stated the Council is also playing a conducting role among DC-based national disabilities rights organizations and our federal partners as they think through the 25th anniversary celebration. There should be a rough sketch of the calendar by September.

Ms. Cokley told the Council that they will have to decide where to hold the July 2015 quarterly meeting for Access Board conference room is not available.

E. Committee Reports 
Mr. Rosen stated that Mr. Kuniholm was unable to join the meeting for he was on travel.  Mr. Blumenthal submitted the Audit and Finance Committee Report.

Policy Development & Program Evaluation Committee Report
Mr. Terry stated that the committee hasn’t formally met for a while due to limited time and resources.  However, the best work has been done by smaller committees and smaller groups from Medicaid managed care to ACA to currency and so forth.

Mr. Terry reported that the Council has engaged in several conversations with Hill staff to speak about a holistic approach to folks who are currently receiving subminimum  wage and NCD has emphasized increasing support for supportive employment and create incentives to states to engage in a new Medicaid waiver program to enhance supportive competitive employment.
Ms. Lehrer-Stein stated that the Access and Integration Committee has had long ongoing projects, and on the accessible currency front, GAS conducted a call with several months ago with NCD.it covered an in-depth examination of the progress and the entire project towards making paper currency accessible in the United States.
Ms. Lehrer-Stein stated That NCD has been privileged to engage ODEP with the social media issue and recently with the FCC at a forum last week. 

Ms. Lehrer-Stein stated that she is glad that NCD is be has been invited to participant as an expert on this issue and recently received interest from a private sector company to host a second meeting in the Bay area last October.  She added that the Council is now accepting registration for its third online dialogue that they are collaborating with the Department of Labor and ODEP.

Ms. Lehrer-Stein stated if there were funds available she would like for them to allocate to these projects:

1. Technology
2. Social media areas-including 508 and upcoming regulations

3. Veterans with complex disabilities

Mr. Terry stated in relation to technology and autonomous vehicles he would like the technology to be 100% driverless so that the industry doesn’t stop at providing 80% of the population in regard to transportation.
NOTE:  Chairperson Rosen stated that he plans to amend the bylaws to make a change in the structure of that committee.

Audit and Finance Committee Report
Mr. Kuniholm commended Rebecca, Chris and staff for their hard work on the corrective action plan.  He stated although there are continuing difficulties associated with personnel vacancies, but ware hoping to correct in the near future.  

Mr. Kuniholm reported that at the last meeting the Finance Committee reported at the last quarterly meeting a remaining budget of $350,000.  As to date, they is a remaining balance of $230,000.  There should be no problem fulfilling the agency’s obligations and continued functions throughout the fiscal year.

Mr. Blumenthal added if the Council were to look at the available funds, salaries and estimated expenditures, additional expenses anticipated by the end of the year which includes the anti-deficiency funds, cost of meetings the surplus balance would be about $50,000.

 Ms. Orlando reported that the committee met in February and finished drafting a survey of Council members for feedback around committee rotation.  The Governance Committee will be compiling the information as well as working on submitting such information to the chair so that he can make decisions around that. 
Policy & Program Evaluation Committee

Mr. Terry stated the Committee has had great success with the Medicaid Managed Forums and has voted to go forward with its study of the Affordable Care Act.

F. NCD Policy Projects Report Outs

· Social Security 
a) focuses primarily on providing wraparound health benefits, a gradual phase-in of the revised disabilities definition for benefits eligibility;
b) management proficiency;
c) early intervention;
d) federal collaboration efforts;
e) ways to boost work incentives
Mr. Ne’eman stated that the report opens with an emphasis on diversionary programs for individuals with disabilities prior to applying to SSI and SSDI.  He added that the Council’s emphasis was to speak upon the incentives that can be put into place within the programs that will ensure what the purpose for those who are looking to these programs for their intended purpose.  The purpose is to analyze how the Council can separate those that are looking to the programs for their primary and intended purpose, income support from those who are primarily looking to access the public health insurance that comes with SSI and offer them an alternative that would allow them to maintain their presence within the workforce.

The report also looks at employer mechanisms which reduces entry into the SSDI program, which will include private disability insurance and mandating employers maintaining some form of short-term disability benefit.

Mr. Ne’eman stated that the report will identify a number of best practices for the Medicaid buy-in programs, including independent evaluation outside of the Social Security Administration’s disability determination infrastructure for eligibility.

Mr. Ne’eman stated that the Social Security Report has gone through a number of revisions and that the Council has had the opportunity to work closely to with its contractors to calibrate it in accordance with the Council’s feedback.

Mr. Ne’eman stated the report will highlight the potential concern that states might respond to the Affordable Care Act by dropping Medicaid buy-in coverage and reinforce the continues need for the Medicaid buy-in despite the new coverage options available under the Affordable Care Act marketplace program and reinforce the need for a national Medicaid buy-in program that would allow people with disabilities to use the buy-in for wraparound coverage from their ACA coverage.
MOTION:  Mr. Clyde Terry moved to adopt the social security report.

SECOND:  Mr. Ari Ne’eman

By a roll call vote the motion carried.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gary Blumenthal: Aye

Mr. Chester Finn: Aye

Ms. Sara Gelser: Aye

Mr. Jonathan Kuniholm: Aye

Ms. Kamilah Martin-Proctor: Aye

Ms. Janice Lehrer-Stein: Aye

Mr. Ari Ne’eman: Aye

Mr. Benro Ogunyipe: Aye

Ms. Stephanie Orlando: Aye

Mr. Jeff Rosen: Aye

Ms. Lynnae Ruttledge: Aye

Dr. Kate Seelman: Aye

Mr. Clyde Terry: Aye

Mr. Royal Walker: Aye

· Progress Report

Ms. Cynthia Overton, principal researcher, American Institutes for Research (AIR), gave an overview on how the report is shaping up as well as recommendations.

Ms. Overton stated that AIR has provided data tables that were reflected in the 2011.  AIR will update the NCD’s 2001 data tables and write the narrative for the 2014 report.
She stated that the report will be very useful to members of Congress, the administration as well as state policymakers and have been very intentional on what to add to the report.
Ms. Overton stated in writing the report AIR wanted the audience to appeal to people that would not necessarily be passionate about issues concerning people with disabilities.  
Ms. Overton stated that hey focused on the following:

· timely issues

· issues that had implications in terms of reauthorizations and specific action

· empowerment and inclusion for people with disabilities
Ms. Overton continued to add that there was a brief summary which identified six chapters.  They are as follows:

1. CRPD

2. Subminimum wage

3. Employment

4. Education 

5. Managed Care

6. Mental Health

· ACA Report

Mr. Stan Dorn, Urban Institute submitted a brief overview of the Affordable Care Act Report (ACA).  He spoke about substantive issues, the deliverables they envision and the structuring of the projects.  There three categories in which the issues fall.  They are:

1. Healthcare access, coverage and equality, disparities which includes the largest number of issues within this project
2. Employment
3. Long-term services and supports

· Transportation

Ms. Robyn Powell reported that DREDF has provided a comprehensive overview of the two transportation reports that they are currently working on.

Ms. Powell stated that the Department of Transportation has reviewed the draft report for technical accuracy and DREDF will be incorporating their suggestions into the final draft.

Ms. Powell stated that an additional $10,000 has been provided to DREDF to develop a 10-page synopsis to Congress on the report. NCD is hopeful that the report to Congress will provide some very concise findings and recommendations.  The draft is due mid-September.

Ms. Powell stated that the autonomous vehicles report’s agreement has been modified providing an additional $25,000 to draft model legislation as well to provide additional time for DREDF to complete this part of the project.  Additionally, the Council has modified the DREDF agreement another $15,000 to assist NCD in planning and holding a forum on the school-to-prison pipeline which is to be held at the October quarterly meeting.
· HCBS
Mr. Ne’eman stated that Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services have been reviewing and really preparing policy on the issue of what is and what is and what is not home and community-based service provision.
Mr. Ne’eman stated that CMS issued a regulation stating a new standard of what would and would not be fundable under the home and community-based service waiver motivated by the recognition that some of the things that have historically been funded under the HCBS waiver are not truly community-based.   He added that much that group homes falls under the category of sheltered workshops and other areas that the Council has conducted work in the past.  Gated communities that have been seen in the developmental disability world or adult care homes in the mental health world fall into this category as well.
Mr. Ne’eman stated that the Council is aiming to conduct a complete research of literature, associated policy materials and best practices out to the sates not only within the developmental disability and mental health arenas, but to the physical disability world as well.

Mr. Ne’eman stated that the National Association of State Developmental Disability Services Directors and a consortium of contractors to fulfill this work.

Mr. Ne’eman stated that the Council anticipates having an interim data brief available to disseminate to the Council, given what is going on with respect to states creation of transition plans under the new legislation and that the Council can release that interim data to the public.
G. Public Comment
A roll call was taken to record the names of the general public that joined via teleconference.  The following individuals provided comments to the Council.  Comments may be sent to publiccomment@ncd.gov.

1. Mary Lamielle, Executive Director of the National Center for Environmental Health Strategies.  She stated that she was representing disabled people with chemical and environmental sensitivities and intolerances.  She added that disabled people with environmental sensitivities continue to suffer from profound lack of access to housing, employment, education, healthcare and other basic necessities.  They are denied their civil rights and their full participation in society.  She asked that the Council take a leading role in the creation of an interagency committee to address environmental sensitivities.

2. Rebecca Underwood, mother and co-legal guardian of adult son with a profound intellectual disability. She suggested the Federal Government not financially reward states for selecting one system of care over another.  Ms. Underwood asked that federal funding be stopped to engage in forced deinstitutionalized activities aimed at defenseless and voiceless humans and appropriate synchronized medical care due t closed facilities.   She encourages the promotion of quality community-based and facility-based services.
3. Keith Nolan asked the Council’s support statute 1864 and Congressman Mark Takano’s companion Bills.  These Bills will establish a program for 15 to 20 hard of hearing /deaf Americans to be trained as officers in the United States Air Force.
4. Tari Hartman Squire, CEO of EIN SOF Communications, a woman-owned federal contractor specializing in disability inclusive diversity and public policy, focusing on strategic marketing and employment.  She commended the Council for 30 years of reports and policy recommendations which have shed light on difficult, complex and challenging disabilities issues.  She encouraged the agency to amp up efforts to promote the reports widely in traditional and social media to the fullest impact of public policy.  Ms. Hartman concluded by stating that her company is prepared to help NCD in any way.
As an addition to the agenda Ms. Marcie Roth and Pat Novie, FEMA gave and overview on the issue of immigrant children at the border.
H.  Update on Immigrant Children
Ms. Roth stated the FEMA has been requested to provide some coordination and assistance to several federal agencies who were working together to try and address an influx of undocumented children who are crossing the border and being detained.  She added that FEMA’s role has been to assist in coordinating and providing guidance and support to the agencies that have primary responsibility.
Ms. Roth stated that FEMA convened a unified coordination group in June in which they reached out to colleagues in the Administration for Community Living and there are a number of issues which FEMA thought ACL could provide a tremendous amount of knowledge and wisdom.
Ms. Novie provided information from the ACF and ORR on what they see as current status of kids with disabilities are currently. HHS and DHS have tried to work closely together to share information and communicate with each other to make sure that the children are settled as quickly as possible.
I.  New Directions in Disability Policy
Allie Cannington, Youth Transitions Fellow, Youth Transition Foundation and NCIL, spoke about youth and their role in the future of policy.  
Mr. Cannington stressed the importance of considering a reevaluation of the regulations around measuring students with disabilities, specifically in terms of the 1% and 2% assessment caps that are put on regarding students with disabilities in terms of the IDEA and the ESEA.

Mr. Cannington stated that when you have youth at the table there’s power.  It’s the acknowledging the voices of youth and understanding their experiences and such understanding reflects shifting cultural norms and experiences  Without their perspectives there is no effective policy.
Dr. Peter Blanck shared with the Council that his new book is coming out entitled, “eQuality: The Struggle for Web Accessibility by Persons with Cognitive Disabilities.”  He proposes the Council’s future discussions around web access with the target being about accessibility of screen reader software for those with visual impairments.  He quoted Ruth Bader Ginsburg, “We the people, the people includes my family members, all of you and others as people under the Constitution, we need to focus on that very carefully so all of us people with and without disabilities will not be excluded from the future of the digital world.”
Mr. Jonathan Martinis, Legal Director of the Quality Trust for Individuals with Disabilities.  He stated that guardianship is the single most important issues facing people with disabilities.  He urges the Council to take a stand and to incorporate supported decision-making as a paradigm and that all of the rights which are important will fit under it,
Mr. Jamal Mazrui, Deputy Director, Federal Communications Commission (FCC)  He stated that he is active consumer organizations of the blind and has helped federal employees with disabilities in a group called Fed Accessibility.

Mr. Mazrui stated that the Council should include digital inclusion as part of their work and that the Council has periodically recognized the need for more emerging technologies to become accessible so that people with disabilities are fully included in society.
Mr. Mazrui stated that the Council can hold federal agencies accountable to the extent that they have laws that can promote accessibility in the virtual world.  He added that the Council should make sure that 508 is fully implemented by all federal agencies and that Section 504 in colleges and schools, which are using a lot of mobile devices for teaching to ensure that IDEA is enforced so that these things become accessible.

H.  Next Generation NCD
Mr. Rosen stated that the Council has proposed new legislation for emerging and innovative concepts in conducting critical disability work that no federal agency is doing.

Mr. Rosen gave a brief summary of coarse that the Council has taken to do its policy work though its thirty years as an independent federal agency.
Mr. Rosen wanted the Council to start roughing out the next focus of clarity.

Ms. Ruttledge and Mr. Walker sated that they both spoke at length about where the Council is and what direction it would like to be going.

She stated that they discussed how to initialize a new framework and the next steps for engaging with the broader community which includes the Office of the President, the Domestic Policy Office and stakeholders.
Mr. Walker stated that the Council should focus, not limit, but focus to produce products that the Council needs to do that will ultimately impact public policy.  He added that the Council look at fewer policy issues and giving them more depth at that particular time.

Mr. Walker raised there important issues that should be considered.  They are as follows:

· Looking at the framework that allows the Council to get its work doe that meets the challenges that are placed before us;
· Is NCD being current- is NCD at a place where its framework will allow us to address the current issues before the nation as it relates to people with disabilities;
· What are some of the emerging issues and making sure that both of the latter components of framework allow the Council and its work to stay very relevant and current to the needs of the nation of people with disabilities.
Dr. Seelman stated that the Council needs to be informed by evidence-based trends and that she agreed with the idea presented regarding the appropriate restricting of the Council.
Mr. Kuniholm encouraged the Council to gather all its issues and look for an entire solution in low or no cost methods that could be implemented relatively easily my working with our Administration.
Mr. Ne’eman urged the Council to maintain and hopefully expand their commitment to making it work relevant to the states.  He stated other considerations of the Council to be:
· NCD needs a significant profile in the states and produce resources and materials that are relevant to state policymakers;
· Involve a broader cross-section of individuals in the community from NCD’s work;
· NCD strongly consider returning the cultural competence and youth advisory committee to the Council’s operations

Mr. Terry stated the following:

· it would not  be wise to add more items to a list to an already stretched staff;
· the Council has committed itself on certain projects in the past and worries that recent discussions may hamper them from happening, which could create a greater credibility problem within the community and Congress;
· there needs to be a transition period, not only of Council membership but also of the work itself;
· Progress Report to be an integral part of NCD’s framework
Ms. Martin-Proctor submitted the following:

· Progress Report should be functional not just for our federal partners, but across states and with the Department of Justice to see if the Progress Report to rank states in the appropriate federal agencies.
Mr. Blumenthal stated that we need to empower the chair and the executive director to look at the playing field and the full array of work given to staff.

Ms. Ruttledge stated that there is way to say yes and no to everything and still focus on the priorities that are chosen.  

Mr. Rosen suggested that the Council should be changing its direction and over the years have become issue-driven, he suggested changing that.
Mr. Rosen stated that the framework should consist of the following:

· maintain some things that the Council has deemed important;
· maintain the ability to balance discernment of needs that people have addressing nationally;
· collaboration;
· continues to look and examine itself around effectiveness of outcomes;
· consideration of the transformation of time;

· needs to embrace and assure the transition of the current Council’s policy work is not interrupted;

· should be timeliness in reaction response and competent in what is being done with currents issues;
· examining what is in the current structure, legal and statutory mandates;
· should allow the Council to continue to give an opportunity for a broad array of voices to speak and have a process narrow those ideas which to focus on;

· framework should be in a position to where the Council’s work is not only policy, but how it impacts communities or a person as a whole.
Ms. Ruttledge stated that Council members described three areas of interest in which to focus on for FY 2015 and beyond.  They were as follows:

· programs that involve employment
· youth

· long-term services and support

The Council Members’ discussion after the panel presentation included suggestions that the agency’s work might focus on:

· Serving NCD’s broad mandate in innovative ways;

· Recognizing the changing landscape (new paradigm, if you will) around factors such as the anticipated new size of the Council;

· Considering how to address disciplines, topics, and issues given things like non-traditional demographics in the U.S.;

· Making effective and efficient use of limited resources;

· Supporting NCD’s policy staff, Executive Director going forward to develop a proposed format, then asking the PDFE committee to share with the full council as recommendations for future policy undertakings

MOTION:  Chairperson Rosen moved for a change in committee structure. 
SECOND:  Gary Blumenthal

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gary Blumenthal: Aye

Mr. Chester Finn: Aye

Ms. Sara Gelser: Aye

Mr. Jonathan Kuniholm: Nay
Ms. Kamilah Martin-Proctor: Abstention
Ms. Janice Lehrer-Stein: Nay
Mr. Ari Ne’eman: Aye

Mr. Benro Ogunyipe: Aye

Ms. Stephanie Orlando: Aye

Mr. Jeff Rosen: Aye

Ms. Lynnae Ruttledge: Nay
Dr. Kate Seelman: Aye

Mr. Clyde Terry: Aye

Mr. Royal Walker: Aye

Legislative Affairs and Outreach 
Ms. Sommers provided a brief overview of what members could expect during the planned Capitol Hill briefing  (Rayburn Building . She also reminded members about the questions for invited panelists and encouraged participants to make the language their own.  Ms. Sommers indicated that NCD’s “hope on is to highlight the barriers in creating and maintaining strong families and establishing what policy measures are underway or are needed to address the barriers. Our target audience primarily is going to be congressional staffers” with whom we are working on what the community hopes to become legislative fixes.

Medicaid Managed Care Forums

NCD’s contractor for the Medicaid Managed Care Forums, Capital Health Strategies was introduced for a brief presentation. 

The consultant for this project, Ellen Piekalkiewicz, thanked Stacey Brown and Dr. Gerrie Hawkins for their help as staff who kept the logistics going as needed for the series of forums on Medicaid managed care between December 2013 and June 2014. She stated that the stakeholders provided solid input about what seems to be working and what is still needed in locations within and near these states:  Kansas, California, Florida, Illinois, and New York. Ms. Piekalkiewicz indicated that the forums accomplished the main goal of facilitating a dialogue among the stakeholders and encouraged participants to continue engaging in the future around managed care.  She underscored that participation by NCD’s federal partner, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) had been crucial to that entire process. For example, “ Director Barbara Edwards of CMS’ Disabled and Elderly Health Programs, participated in all five forums. She participated by phone for four and in person for the New York venue. . .There was stakeholder opportunity to ask her direct questions and a strong desire for the participants of the forums around the country to provide that direct feedback to CMS without a filter of their state Medicaid office or anyone else.”  Ms. Piekalkiewicz also reported that there “really is not a guideline out there for a countrywide list of waiver elements that states can or should use.  Among the positive things learned to date were that CMS will be revising its rules governing Medicaid Managed Care, hopefully by the end of the 22014 calendar year. In addition, the Office of Inspector General under HHS plans to include studies on beneficiary access to services under Medicaid Managed Care, a grievance and appeals process and other measures. That will be something for stakeholder, including NCD to watch.

The NCD team for the forums includes Council Members Kamilah Martin-Proctor, Ari Ne’eman, Gary Blumenthal, and Clyde Terry. Staff lead from the policy team is Dr. Gerrie-Drake Hawkins.  During their comments on the forums, Mr. Terry stated that two comments from consumers were very telling (especially in New York and Florida): (1) In Tallahassee a consumer said that CMS is our last best hope because the state doesn’t listen to use. So NCD’s presence there was helpful to facilitate that conversation. (2) a consumer in New York City thanked NCD for holding these forums because they too could not get a forum with the state agency, to understand what was going to happen to their future.  Mr. Ne’eman highlighter the effectiveness the forums have had influencing the conversation on Medicaid managed care in the states. He pointed to Kansas and a follow-up action by NCD as a good example of how strategic placement of the forums and use of the council mandate to inform and educate can afford greater opportunity than might be seen typically through legislative processes. Mr. Blumenthal commended Mr. Ne’eman on his powerful, enlightened, and informed presentation and discussion of the Managed Care Principles at all the forums. Another note of appreciation was to Ms. Merrill Freeman and her outstanding job of discussing the realities of the market.  Mr. Blumenthal concluded by stating that the team has a number of recommendations which will be included in a forum summary report. Dr. Hawkins indicated that the contractor has submitted the report which will be made available for Council review. 

Mr. Rosen thanked the interpreters, CART stenographer, and Mr. Stacey Brown for their hard work. The business meeting was adjourned at 4:45 PM.

30th Anniversary of the National Council on Disability Reception-Speakers

The remainder of the afternoon involved networking and celebration of the 30th Anniversary of the National Council on Disability reception with Co-Vice Chairpersons, Lynnae Ruttledge and Kamilah Martin-Proctor serving as hosts.  Greetings and historical moments were a part of the scheduled comments offered by Department of Labor office of Disability Policy  Assistant Secretary Kathy Martinez, David Capozzi of the Access Board, David Morrisey of the U.S. International Council on Disabilities, and Rhonda Neuhaus of the Disability Rights Education Defense Fund.  At the end of the formal program, Ms. Ruttledge invited the room filled with participants and anniversary well-wishers to enjoy the refreshments, the historical documents, including a scrapbook that literally looks at the last 30 years of NCD. . .and a program with a listing of all those individuals who have served in leadership roles on NCD—executive directors, chairs, members—It’s the Who’s Who of the disability community. 
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