National Council on Disability

An independent federal agency making recommendations to the President and Congress to
enhance the quality of life for all Americans with disabilities and their families.

National Council on Disability

FY 2019 Freedom of Information Act Annual Report

Section I: Basic Information Regarding Report

1. NCD Personnel to be contacted with questions about the Report.

Joan Durocher

Chief FOIA Officer

National Council on Disability
1331 F St. NW., Suite 850
Washington DC 20004
Phone: 202-272-2004
jdurocher@NCD.gov

Amy Nicholas

FOIA Pubilic Liaison

National Council on Disability
1331 F St. NW., Suite 850
Washington DC 20004
202-272-2008
anicholas@NCD.gov

2. An electronic link to the Report appears on NCD's website at: https://ncd.gov/FOIA/FOIA-
annual-reports

3. To obtain a paper copy of this Report, please contact the Chief FOIA Officer, contact
information provided above, or download and print a copy at:
http://www.ncd.gov/FOIA/FOIA-annual-reports.



Consultation- the procedure whereby the agency responding to a FOIA request first forwards
a record to another agency or component within the same agency for its review because that
other agency has an interest in the document. Once the agency in receipt of the consultation
finishes its review of the record, it responds back to the agency or component within the same
agency that forwarded it. That agency, in turn, will then respond to the FOIA requester.

Exemption 3 Statute- a federal statute that exempts information from disclosure and which
the agency relies on to withhold information under subsection (b)(3) of the FOIA.

FOIA Request- a FOIA request is generally a request to a federal agency for access to
records concerning another person (i.e., a “third-party” request), or concerning an organization,
or a particular topic of interest. FOIA requests also include requests made by requesters
seeking records concerning themselves (i.e., “first party” requests) when those requesters are
not subject to the Privacy Act, such as non-US citizens. Moreover, because all first party
requesters should be afforded the benefit of both the access provisions of the FOIA as well as
those of the Privacy Act, FOIA requests also include any first party requests where an agency
determines that it must search beyond its Privacy Act “system of records” or where a Privacy
Act exemption applies, and the agency looks to FOIA to afford the greatest possible access.
All requests which require the agency to utilize the FOIA in responding to the requester are
included in this Report. Additionally, a FOIA request includes records referred to
the agency for processing and direct response to the requester. It does not, however, include
records for which the agency has received a consultation from another agency. (Consultations
are reported separately in Section Xll of this report.)

Full Grant- an agency decision to disclose all records in full in response to a FOIA request.

Full Denial- an agency decision not to release any records in response to a FOIA request
because the records are exempt in their entireties under one or more of the FOIA exemptions,
or because of a procedural reason, such as when no records could be located.

Median Number- the middle, not average, number. For example, of 3, 7, and 14, the median
number is 7.

Multi Track Processing- a system in which simple requests requiring relatively minimal review
are placed in one processing track and more voluminous and complex requests are placed in
one or more other tracks. Requests granted expedited processing are placed in yet another
track. Requests in each track are processed on a first-inffirst-out basis.

Expedited Processing- an agency will process a FOIA request on an expedited basis when a
requester satisfies the requirements for expedited processing as set forth in the statute and in
agency regulations.



proceedings, (B) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, (C)
could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of privacy, (D) could
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of a confidential source, (E) would disclose
techniques and procedures for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would
disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or (F) could reasonably
be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any individual

Exemption 8: information relating to the supervision of financial institutions

Exemption 9: geological information on wells
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