
Quarterly Meeting Minutes of the National Council on Disability

January 12, 2015 

Teleconference

ATTENDANCE

Members:

Council Chairperson Jeff Rosen

Gary Blumenthal

Bob Brown

Chester Finn

Jonathan Kuniholm

Janice Lehrer-Stein

Ari Ne’eman
Benro Ogunyipe

Lynnae Ruttledge
Clyde Terry

Royal Walker

Staff:

Executive Director Rebecca Cokley

Lawrence Carter-Long, Joan Durocher, Robyn Powell, Phoebe Ball, Gerrie Hawkins, Anne Sommers, Kim Borowicz, NCD Contractor, Sara Fernandez, NCD Intern. 
Guests:

Chas Moseley, Syracuse University; Mary Sowers, Syracuse University; Pam Walker, Syracuse University; Steve Taylor, Syracuse University; Shilaki, University of Minnesota; Theresa Rowell, Department of Education.
MONDAY JANUARY 12, 2015
CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME-NCD CHAIR

Chairperson Jeff Rosen called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. Eastern Standard and did a roll call.
BUSINESS

A. Acceptance of Agenda
Chairperson Rosen moved for acceptance of the meeting agenda for January 12, 2015 as presented.

MOTION:  Approve the board meeting agenda for January 12, 2015.
Motion passed with no objections.

B.  Approval of Minutes
MOTION:  Adopt the minutes of October 7, 2014. 

Mr. Blumenthal moved to adopt the minutes as presented.

SECONDED: Janice Lehrer-Stein

By a roll call vote the motion carried.

Roll Call Vote:
Mr. Gary Blumenthal: Aye
Mr. Chester Finn: Aye

Mr. Jonathan Kuniholm: Abstained
Ms. Janice Lehrer-Stein: Aye

Mr. Ari Ne’eman: Aye

Mr. Benro Ogunyipe: Aye

Mr. Jeff Rosen: Aye

Ms. Lynnae Ruttledge: Aye

Mr. Clyde Terry: Aye

Mr. Royal Walker: Aye

C. Chairperson’s Report

Chairperson Rosen reported on the following:

1. WIOA –that it’s the Council’s statutory charge to represent the full range and types of disabilities and people who are culturally diverse.

2. Diversity - NCD staff has also played an important part in maintaining our voice on diversity.  NCD staff has maintained its presence in collaborating with Native Americans with disabilities.
3. Home and Community-Based Services-the Council has thoroughly reviewed this issue ad reviewed information from a range of stakeholders with different perspectives.

Chairperson Rosen thanked the HCBS team for their work in preparing the report and providing the council members with the full opportunity to make informed decisions regarding its content and recommendations.
D. Executive Director’s Report

Ms. Durocher submitted the executive director report in Ms. Cokley’s stead.  Ms.  Durocher reported that NCD is on schedule with its audit and has received its pass back from OMB for 2016 in the amount of $3.432 million which is an increase of $182.000.

Ms. Durocher stated the Council has submitted an ADA 25 concept paper to the White House with proposals and activities in which to participate.  There will be a collaboration of approximately 30 organizations, federal partners and key stakeholders.  NCD will be coordinating a congressional forum with NCIL for ADA week with different perspectives and how the system makes it easier for people with disabilities to work.
E. Committee Reports 
Policy Development & Program Evaluation Committee Report
Mr. Terry reported that the recent PDPE committee meeting discussed issues which included the following:

1. ACA Report
2. Progress Report
3. Social Security Report
4. Autonomous Vehicle Report 
Audit and Finance Committee Report
Mr. Blumenthal reported that FY’14 is in the process of being closed with some additional reconciliations taking place between the auditors, Kansas City and GSA.  NCD has a remaining balance of $254.950.
Mr. Blumenthal reported that the status of funds report shows the current fiscal year through December which leaves a balance of $2.7 million. 
F. Governance Principal’s Report
Mr. Benro introduced NCD’s newest NCD Council member, Mr. Robert Brown and asked of his interest in joining the governance committee.
G.  HCBS Report
NCD contractors Chas Moseley and Mary Sowers submitted an update on the Home and Community Based Services Report.  Key points discussed were as follows:
· from institutional settings to community settings;

· Research has been conducted on identifying various outcomes of people moving Looked at documents and reports that were completed by state agencies and external groups and organizations on the outcomes that people receive in community-based services;
· Research studies were selected for the analysis on US services;

· Addressed the outcomes and experiences with adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities and made information available to people with physical disabilities as a result of a brain injury;
· Looked at contrast group studies, comparing outcomes of people who live from one type of non-institutional community setting to another;

· Looked at data from existing performance assessment instruments that were used by states or were done by different studies that may have been commissioned by MSA and other federal agencies;

· 94 identified published peer review studies and research documents evaluating the quality of life and individual support in this area;

· ITD data focused on outcomes associated with a number of people living in the home;
· Looked at the level of disability and those with the most severe, gained the most from integrated settings, but are more likely to be placed into groups;

· Considerable state-to-state variability;
· Mental health data review

MOTION:  Mr. Terry moved to adopt the HCBS Report as presented and footnote /reference to other funds as Gary mentioned.
SECONDED: Ari Ne’eman

By a roll call vote the motion carried.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gary Blumenthal: Aye

Mr. Chester Finn: Aye

Mr. Jonathan Kuniholm: Abstained
Ms. Janice Lehrer-Stein: Aye

Mr. Ari Ne’eman: Aye

Mr. Benro Ogunyipe: Aye

Mr. Jeff Rosen: Aye

Ms. Lynnae Ruttledge: Aye

Mr. Clyde Terry: Aye

Mr. Royal Walker: Aye

H. Briefing on 114th Congress
Ms. Phoebe Ball reported that the disability community is very concerned about the 20% cut to SSDI that will take effect in 2016 unless Congress allocates funds between the retirement trust fund and the SSDI trust fund as they have done 11 times in the past.  She added that such a move is prohibited by a House rule that was passed on the first day of the session unless it is accompanied by reforms that improve the solvency of both programs.
Ms. Ball reported that the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and the Higher Education Act are up for reauthorization. The chairs of the Education and Workforce Committee in the House and the Health Education Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee in the Senate are focused on reducing the federal role in education.

Ms. Ball stated that the mental health legislation is likely to move in this session given the numerous hearings that were held in the House on this issue this year.  Congressman Murphy’s bill, “Helping Families in Mental Health Crisis Act” received a lot of attention last session and is likely to frame the conversation around reforming the mental health system in this session.

Ms. Ball stated that the Affordable Care Act will continue to face Republican Opposition and some Democrats have placed proposals on the table that could impact the legislation as well.

In conclusion, Ms. Ball reported that is speculation that both houses of Congress may pass a budget rather than operating under a continuing resolution.
I. Annual Ethics Training

Ms. Theresa Rowell, Ethics Attorney, Department of Education submitted an annual ethics briefing to NCD Council member and staff. She summarized two very important areas that federal employees must follow.  They were as follows:
· Conflict of interests

· Financial disclosure report
Chairperson Rosen adjourned the Council meeting at 1:04 PM (ET). 
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