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ATTENDANCE

Members:

Jeff Rosen, Chair
Gary Blumenthal

Bob Brown

Chester Finn

Jonathan Kuniholm

Janice Lehrer-Stein

Ari Ne’eman
Benro Ogunyipe
Neil Romano
Kate Seelman
Clyde Terry

Royal Walker

Staff:

Executive Director Rebecca Cokley

Lawrence Carter-Long, Joan Durocher, Robyn Powell, Phoebe Ball, Gerrie Hawkins, Anne Sommers, Amy Nicholas. 
Guests:

Susan Henderson, Staff Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund (DREDF); Robert DeLucia, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Star Transportation ; Toby Fauver, Deputy Secretary for Mulitimodal Transportation, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation; Jeff Iseman, Program Analyst, Pennsylvania State Independent  Living Council; Gabe McMorland, Co-founder of Pittsburgh-area Accessibility Meetup; member of the Allegheny County City of Pittsburgh Task Force on Disability; Matt  Berwick, Independent Living Supervisor, Three Rivers Center for Independent Living; Josie Badger, DHCE, CRC, State-wide Coordinator; Dan McCoy, student, University of Pittsburgh; Paralympic gold medalist; Brandon Carter, stock clerk, Walgreens; Jonathan Duvall, School of Health and Rehabilitation Services, University of Pittsburgh; Rachel Campion, 2014 high school graduate. Celia Feinstein, Co-Executive Director, Institute on Disabilities, Temple University; Mary Hartley, Lead Consultant, Policy and Advocacy, united Way of Allegheny County; Jeremy Shapira, Senior Director and HR  Business Partner, Market District and GetGo banners in the Giant Eagle Corporate Office; Ryan Cenk, Cashier, Giant Eagle; Denise Verchimak, Director, Pennsylvania Office of Vocational Rehabilitation Services; Chaz Kellum, Manager of Diversity Initiatives, Pittsburgh Pirate; Erin Ryan, Disabilities Resource Center, university of Pittsburgh Medical Center; Joyce Bender, Founder and CEO, Bender Consulting Services; Candi Castleberry Singleton, Chief Inclusion and Diversity Officer, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center; Kathleen Kleinman, Founding Director and CEP, Tri-County Patriots of Independent Living; Nancy Potter, Staff Attorney, Western Pennsylvania Office of Special Education Law-Center-Pennsylvania; Donna Westerbrooks-Martin, Executive Director, Pittsburgh Public Schools Program ; Aaron Steinfield, Carnegie-Mellon; Amber Dean, Pittsburgh Public Schools; Maltese Ford, Student, Perry High School; Deontay Wadley, Student, Perry High School.
MONDAY, MAY 4, 2015
The NCD Transportation report was released along with presentations from an ADA panel.

TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2015

CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME-NCD CHAIR

Chairperson Jeff Rosen called the meeting to order at 9:09 a.m. Eastern Standard and did a roll call.
BUSINESS

A. Acceptance of Agenda
Chairperson Rosen moved for acceptance of the meeting agenda for May4-5, 2015 as presented.

MOTION:  Approve the board meeting agenda for May 4-5, 2015.
Motion passed with no objections.

B.  Approval of Minutes
MOTION:  Adopt the minutes of January 12, 2015 with an amendment presented by Mr. Kuniholm to reflect the correct roll call votes and the following note on the discussion:

“Mr. Kuniholm stayed that he agreed in principle with the report and absolutely supported its general findings of the benefits of smaller size and community integration in living situations. However, he objected on the basis that facilities currently using HCBS funding within those guidelines and legitimately providing the benefits of community integration could be ineligible for HCBS funds under the stricter guidelines, and could be faced with increased costs or even closure as a result.”
Corrected Roll Call Vote on the Motion to Adopt the HCBS Report as presented and footnote /reference to other funds as Gary mentioned.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gary Blumenthal: Aye

Mr. Bob Brown: Nay

Mr. Chester Finn: Aye

Mr. Jonathan Kuniholm: Nay

Ms. Janice Lehrer-Stein: Nay

Ms. Kamilah Martin-Proctor: Abstain

Mr. Ari Ne’eman: Aye

Mr. Benro Ogunyipe: Aye

Mr. Jeff Rosen: Aye

Ms. Lynnae Ruttledge: Nay

Mr. Clyde Terry: Aye

Mr. Royal Walker: Aye

SECONDED: Janice Lehrer-Stein

By a roll call vote the motion carried.

Roll Call Vote:
Mr. Gary Blumenthal: Aye
Mr. Bob Brown: Aye
Mr. Chester Finn: Aye

Mr. Jonathan Kuniholm: Aye
Ms. Janice Lehrer-Stein: Aye

Mr. Ari Ne’eman: Aye

Mr. Benro Ogunyipe: Aye

Mr. Jeff Rosen: Aye
Mr. Neil Romano: Aye
Dr. Kate Seelman: Aye
Mr. Clyde Terry: Aye

Mr. Royal Walker: Aye

C. Chairperson’s Report

Chairperson Rosen reported on the following:

1. Thanked the folks for a fantastic meeting yesterday and their hospitality and the hard work it took in making this meeting happen as well as Kate and the University of Pittsburgh for being such gracious hosts. Last, but certainly not least, he thanked the NCD staff for their tremendous work.

2. NCD’s work on accessibility technology and meeting with Larry Goldberg who is well-known for accessible captioning.  He expressed how appreciative he was that NCD was doing work in the area of accessible technology.

3.  He commended Johnathan Young and the prior Council for producing the Rocking the Cradle report.
4. His work with ZEPNI-self advocacy lead by Chester Finn and John McKnight.
Mr. Finn reported that there was a meeting collaboration between community empowerment programs, NCD, AIDE, Source America and EEOC which brought self-advocates from around the country who conducted a panel on self-advocacy to hear from individuals what self-advocacy.  

The forum also covered the following:

· employment 
· networking
Mr. Rosen stated that NCD has a full plate with one critical work being the ADA 25 anniversary with coordinating with other federal agencies and activities that they are planning.  He added that the Kennedy Center his planning a big event as well as the Smithsonian is having a special exhibit.

Mr. Rosen stated that the Council is also working on the Progress Report which will present a vision for the next 25 years of the ADA.
D. Executive Director’s Report

Ms. Cokley reported the following:

· Remaining meetings of the year are as follows:
1. July 23-24- Washington, D.C.

2. November –first week-New Hampshire

· Kennedy Center hosting an event July 26-Jean Kennedy Smith on Arts and Disabilities

· Leadership Alliance hosting a gala July 27-Grand Hyatt-Washington, D.C.

· NCD will be hosting a reception –National Meeting Transition Center

· Working with colleagues at the National Council on Independent Living and Career ACCESS and the Social Security Administration on convening a Congressional forum tentatively scheduled for July 28
· The White remains focused on driving the disability agenda which is focusing on education, employment and civil rights.  They also continue to express interest in working with the Council to convene  White House Forum on civil rights of parents with disabilities
· NCD is working with colleagues at disability.gov to ensure that all information is posted on the website as the central repository of everything that is going on

· The new White House liaison for the disability community to start immediately.

· Will begin to draft NCD’s FY’17 Congressional justification and working with OMB internal budget to streamline the Council’s existing CJ

· NCD continues to monitor upcoming legislative reauthorizations and public feedback with the assistance of Mr. Terry as well as other Council members for recommendations to policy priorities.

· NCD has posted a vacancy announcement for attorney adviser
E. Committee Reports 
Policy Development & Program Evaluation Committee Chair Report
Mr. Terry reported the following:

1. NCD will shortly receive a white paper on its review of the Higher Education Assistance Act
2. Affordable  Care Act
· People with disabilities will benefit considerably if the legislation is in implemented in the fashion with NCD’s priorities and interests(existing healthcare, Medicaid finance, long-term services and supports, Medicaid program)

3. Medicaid Managed Care

4. ACA

Mr. Terry stated that NCD has three deliverables.  They are as follows:

· Draft of the status report describing how people with disabilities have been affected by the ACA with conducted interviews 

· Draft of the monitoring and enforcement  which is a document that identifies the key safeguards for people with disabilities set out in statute or the regulations of the ACA so that people with disabilities and  their representatives around the country can make decisions 
· Implementation of the roadmap which will identify some of the most important decisions about how to implement the ADA

· Transportation and emerging technology

Ms. Susan Henderson added that a second draft of the autonomous vehicle report has been submitted to the Council and they wanted to make sure that people with disabilities who currently hold licenses will benefit from the technology.
Mr. Kuniholm stated that orphaned medical devices and assistant technologies are issues that affect many.  Patent populations under 200,000 who have the need of any of assistive technology and /or medical devices can benefit greatly from the innovations.  He invited any Council members to help him develop a roadmap of different ways that the government may more encourage innovation in these areas. 
E&F Committee Finance Principal Report
Mr. Blumenthal reported that the status of funds report shows that the Council has spent 39% of its budget.  The committee tries to have a monthly status of funds report, but much of it depends on the turnaround information coming from GSA.  He added the following:
· 50% balance of agency’s budget

· Tracking of individual line items

· Clean audit

· Financial Analyst vacancy
F. Governance Principal’s Report
Mr. Ogunyipe reported the following:
· Strategic Plan review 2012-2017 – small updates and changes have occurred which includes Council members listing, pictures  and chairperson’s letter

· Update to NCD Bylaws

· New Member questionnaire
G. 2015 Progress Report Update
Ms. Lehrer-Stein stated that this year the progress report will focus on five areas.  They are as follows:

· Education

· Employment

· Healthcare

· Technology

· Long-tern supports

· Cultural inclusion

Ms. Lehrer-Stein stated that the report will contain two other elements.  They are:

· United States ratification of the international treaty on disabilities

· CRPD

The report is expected to be release on July 8th.
H. Renewing the Federal Commitment to Students with Disabilities
Ms. Nancy Potter, Staff Attorney, Western Pennsylvania Office of Education Law Center-Pennsylvania reported that the education law center’s mission is to ensure access to quality public education for all students in Pennsylvania.

She wanted to urge the Council to stay on course with the positions that they have taken on behalf of students with disabilities.  
Ms. Potter had several requests that she wishes that the Council do.  They were as follows:

· Encourage NCD to continue to include education and students across all of its policy work and priority areas

· Think differently about students with disabilities and to advocate for the unique needs of students with disabilities ad those in unique vulnerable groups

· Continue to make sure federal laws like ESEA are aligned with the IDEA  

Ms. Potter reported that the Department of Education is playing a very important role when it relates to ESEA and IDEA and encourages the Council to push meaningful oversight and guidance with respect to the validity, reliability and equity of state assessments.
Ms. Potter asked that the Council think about the IDEA strengthening provision for the special group of students, in particular Part C, making sure those students in foster care and students who have been abused or neglected early are placed on early intervention services and monitoring.

Ms. Potter suggested that disability advocates must be pushing for inclusive early intervention for all students and those with disabilities so they can fully participate in inclusive settings.
Ms. Potter also suggested that the federal government talk more about charter schools and that the students enrolled in them have same advantages as traditional public schools.  She added that she would like the Council to advocate against charters that are setting up segregated settings.

Ms. Amber Dean reported on behalf of Donna Westbrooks-Martin. She stated that there’s about one-fifth population of students with an identified disability.  There is an overrepresentation of students of color in areas of emotional disturbance and intellectual disabilities.  The averages across the district of students with disabilities are higher
Ms. Dean stated that Pittsburgh Public Schools provides co-teaching across six different districts with support rooms that students can step out to and provide additional supports if needed with approximately 70 rooms across the district that serve students with more intense needs.
Ms. Dean stated that the school districts have an annual recognition for its start-on programs, its community based education and a strong collaboration with its career and technical programs.

Ms. Dean introduced two students with disabilities who attend the Perry High School who both shared their experiences.

Ms. Melanie Brown, Program Officer, Education, The Heinz Endowments reported that its foundation helps the region thrive as a community, economically, ecologically, educationally and culturally awhile advancing the state of knowledge and practice in the fields in which they work.  She added that they fund across various areas. They are as follows:

· Arts and culture
· Children

· Youth

· Families

· Community and economic development 

· Environment

· Education

The Heinz Endowments and its education program focus on several key areas.  They are as follows:
· Promote effective teaching

· Effective teaching in learning environment

· Support youth and parents as education reformers through community organizing

· Advance more equitable policies and practice in schools

Ms. Brown stated that black children represent 18% of preschool enrollment in this country but 48% of preschool aged children receiving more than one out of school suspension.  Black students are suspended and expelled at a rate three times greater than that of white students.  Other statistics show that more than one out of four African-American boys with disabilities and nearly one in five African-American girls with disabilities receive an out-of-school suspension. Black students represent 16% of the student enrollment27% of students referred to law enforcement, 31% of students subjected to a school-related arrest, students with disabilities represent 58% placed in seclusion or involuntary confinement and 75% of those are physically restrained at school and immobilized to reduce their ability to move freely when a disciplinary incident occurs.
L. Scott Lissner, ADA Coordinator, Ohio State University reported that he does policy, compliance, outreach and engagement for the university and past president of the Association of Higher Education and Disability.

Mr. Lissner spoke about data and demographics in higher education and stated there are few longitudinal students from ESEA to follow through college there’s no consistent data collection in higher education about students with disabilities.  He added that there’s been improvement, but still gaps remain in the data collection for all of the federal grants that colleges get which represent a large chunk of their budget.
Mr. Lissner encourages the Council to suggest to federal agencies that a reasonable infrastructure cost is the cost of accommodating grant participants and grant employees and that the university might be able to appeal to a portion of that indirect cost.
Mr. Lissner stated that the traditional method of tracking students with disabilities is to look at how many students have specific types of impairments (i.e. visual, print, hearing, etc.)

Mr. Lissner spoke on the accessible instructional materials and the commission report which has 18 recommendations making the curriculum accessible that center on technology. 
I. Public Comment

Unknown speaker announced that they were happy that the Council conducted its meeting in Pittsburgh and encouraged the Council to keep family involvement at the forefront.  They added that they feel that IDEA and family involvement that there needs to be more resources placed towards engaging families.
Stephanie stated she was a mom of a daughter with Down syndrome and an advocate for 18 years for kids with disabilities.

Brenda, TriCounty patriots for Independent Living stated that the answer is to advocate for kids and have the supports they need to complete those tests but to make sure that the tests are fair.
Chairperson Rosen adjourned the Council meeting at 12:15 PM (ET). 
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