Quarterly Meeting Minutes of the National Council on Disability

October 7, 2014
Atlanta, GA
ATTENDANCE

Members:

Council Chairperson Jeff Rosen

Gary Blumenthal

Chester Finn

Jonathan Kuniholm

Janice Lehrer-Stein

Ari Ne’eman

Kamilah Martin-Proctor

Benro Ogunyipe

Lynnae Ruttledge
Kate Seelman

Clyde Terry

Royal Walker

Staff:

Executive Director Rebecca Cokley

Lawrence Carter-Long, Joan Durocher, Robyn Powell, Phoebe Ball, Gerrie Hawkins, Anne Sommers, Kim Borowicz, NCD Contractor, Sara Fernandez, NCD Intern.
Guests:

Shanti Aaron, Dawn Alford, Elizabeth Appley, Charles Bliss, Paul Bolster, Molly Brown, Janine Brown, Curt Decker, Thomas Green, Ellyn Jaeger, Cindi Johnson, Jacqueline Jones, Jean Logan, Linda Lowe, Kallarin Mackey, Patricia McAdam, Melanie McNeil, Ruby Moore, Steve Neff, Marion Olivier, Justin Pressley, Crystal Pritchett, Patricia Puckett, Destine Schnyeder, Shelly Simmons, Rita Smith, Beth Stephens, Talley Wells, Darryl Williams, Diane Wilush, Dave Zilles, Rosemarie Garland-Thomson, James White, Sukie Glick.  
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2014
CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME-NCD CHAIR

Chairperson Jeff Rosen called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. Eastern Standard Time and opened the floor by introducing members, staff and guests.

BUSINESS

A. Acceptance of Agenda
Chairperson Rosen moved for acceptance of the meeting agenda for October 7, 2014 as presented.

MOTION:  Approve the board meeting agenda for October 7, 2014.

Motion passed with no objections.

B.  Approval of Minutes
MOTION:  Adopt the minutes of July 24, 2014. 

Ms. Ruttledge stated minutes were accurate with only one exception that the guests were incorrect.

By a roll call vote the motion carried.

Roll Call Vote:
Mr. Gary Blumenthal: Aye

Mr. Chester Finn: Aye

Mr. Jonathan Kuniholm: Aye

Ms. Kamilah Martin-Proctor: Aye

Ms. Janice Lehrer-Stein: Aye

Mr. Ari Ne’eman: Aye

Mr. Benro Ogunyipe: Aye

Mr. Jeff Rosen: Aye

Ms. Lynnae Ruttledge: Aye

Dr. Kate Seelman: Aye

Mr. Clyde Terry: Aye

Mr. Royal Walker: Aye

C. Chairperson’s Report

Chairperson Rosen stated that NCD has taken several important steps for its transitioning.  They are as follows:

1. Adoption of new bylaws which reduces the number of standing committee members to two;

2. The rotation of some members of the executive and finance committees;
3. New finance chair;

4. New Governance chair
Chairperson Rosen stated that the Council has several additions to its staff: Lisa Grubb, James Flakes, Kim Borowicz and interns Sara Fernandez and Ruth Wellington. 
Chairperson Rosen stated that the Council has established its track for the FY 2015 budget as well as FY 2016 justification.  He stated that NCD wants to be the voice of people with disabilities within the government as well as to continue to be the vision of the future for the community, stakeholders Congress and the administration.
D. Executive Director’s Report

Ms. Cokley stated that NCD has finalized its FY 2014 closeout and now entering FY 2015.  She added that Congress has yet to pass a budget, thus the agency is operating from a pass back from OMB of $3.264, but will be operating off of a budget of $3.186 million under the continuing resolution.

Ms. Cokley stated that past September the Council submitted its FY ’16 congressional budget justification requesting $3.4 million which in in line with the WIA legislation, she added since the last quarterly meeting there vacant positions have been filled with the reconstituted internship program in which we have Ruth Welland and Sara Fernandez.
Ms. Cokley added that the Council is actively coordinating the following:

1. National efforts around the ADA and 25th Anniversary of the ADA

2. Kennedy Center

3. Smithsonian

4. Federal partners

5. Mark Johnson

Ms. Cokley added that the Council is continuing is ongoing work with the broader civil rights community on Ferguson and other related issues as well as actively building and sustaining relationships with Congress and the White House.
E. Committee Reports 
Policy Development & Program Evaluation Committee Report
Mr. Terry reported that the recent PDPE committee meeting discussed issues which included the following:

1. Approval of the Transportation Report

2. Medicaid Managed Care Report

3. Affordable Care Act

4. Subminimum Wage

Ms. Durocher noted that the Council is finalizing its 2014 progress report which is due to be released in October and wanted to solicit a new team of council members for the 2015 progress report.

Ms. Borowicz stated the Council has a signed cooperative agreement with the Urban Institute and has had monthly progress report meetings with them on the deliverables.

Ms. Durocher stated that a development of a scope of work is in progress with the progress report and once a contractor has been selected, council members can be a part of the monthly teleconferences to contribute to the development of the report. 

Ms. Durocher confirmed that the first draft will go to the Council’s project committee for review and comment and returned to the contractor.  The final draft is what the full Council receives and uses for voting. Usually, there are minor changes once the final draft is approved and forwarded to professional editing.

Dr. Seelman, Ms. Lehrer-Stein and Mr. Walker all volunteered to work on the 2015 Progress Report.

Audit and Finance Committee Report
Mr. Blumenthal reported that the challenges this year were as significant as last year in terms of bringing in additional staff and training needs.
Mr. Blumenthal thanked Ms. Grubb for her willingness to tackle the backlog of work.

Mr. Blumenthal said that the current status of funds for FY 14 appears to be an ending balance of $75,000, but that figure may be fluid.  He stated that there will be a better sense at the November executive committee meeting.  By January there will be a full accounting for FY 14.  The spending plan for FY 15 will also be subject to other items that occur throughout the year.

Chairperson Rosen reported out the Council vote on the progress report.  The Council members voted AYE were as follow: Clyde Terry, Chester Finn, Kate Seelman, Gary Blumenthal, Lynnae Ruttledge, Kamilah Proctor-Martin, John Kuniholm, Sara Gelser, Janni Lehrer-Stein, Benro Ogunyipe, Royal Walker, Alice Wong, Ari Ne’eman and Jeff Rosen.
When questioned about recommendations in the finance report with regards to staffing, Mr. Blumenthal specified that he wasn’t asking for specific recommendations, but he hopes that the Council and executive director as well as the fiscal resources will allow the Council to look at additional support for the financial department.

F. Recordation of Progress Report Vote
Chairperson stated that the Next progress report will be covering the 25th Anniversary of the ADA.  He added that the progress report will have between 75 to 100 people working on it.
Mr. Terry stated that the progress report will be a state-by-state scorecard with a pending budget of $240,000 as Ms. Cokley has indicated. 

G. 2015 Policy Work Score
Ms. Cokley stated that the Council has done some serious rethinking after consultation with its Hill colleagues and stakeholders about making NCD more nimble, streamlined and useful.

Chairperson Rosen stated that the Council has received advice from constituents, Congress and the Administration and as of last July the Council has had a robust discussion about the policy work moving forward which led to some internal work groups and staff has developed a proposed scope of work.  The Council’s policy work will include the following:
· Youth (discussion about the school-to-prison pipeline)

· ESEA

· IDEA

· HEA

· Social Security

· HCBS

· Medicaid Managed Care Forum

· Parents with Disabilities Conference

· CRPD

· Progress Report

· Policy Progress Report

· Subminimum Wage

· Social Media

· ACA

MOTION:  Adopt the 2015 Policy Work Plan 

SECOND:  Mr. Blumenthal seconded.

By a roll call vote the motion carried.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gary Blumenthal: Aye

Mr. Chester Finn: Aye

Mr. Jonathan Kuniholm: Aye

Ms. Kamilah Martin-Proctor: Aye

Ms. Janice Lehrer-Stein: Aye

Mr. Ari Ne’eman: Aye

Mr. Benro Ogunyipe: Aye

Mr. Jeff Rosen: Aye

Ms. Lynnae Ruttledge: Aye

Dr. Kate Seelman: Aye

Mr. Clyde Terry: Aye

Mr. Royal Walker: Aye

Mr. Rose stated that he would like to propose at the November Council meeting to have discussions with different budget understandings and direct staff for more guidance regarding funding.
H.  Transportation Report

MOTION:  Mr. Terry asked for a motion to approve the transportation report.
SECONDED:  Janni Lehrer-Stein with several additional edits submitted to Ms. Durocher. (Chapter 11)
Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gary Blumenthal: Aye

Mr. Chester Finn: Aye

Mr. Jonathan Kuniholm: Aye

Ms. Kamilah Martin-Proctor: Aye

Ms. Janice Lehrer-Stein: Aye

Mr. Ari Ne’eman: Aye

Mr. Benro Ogunyipe: Aye

Mr. Jeff Rosen: Aye

Ms. Lynnae Ruttledge: Aye

Dr. Kate Seelman: Aye

Mr. Clyde Terry: Aye

Mr. Royal Walker: Aye

I. Approval of Medicaid Managed Care Draft

Prior to the vote, Mr. Ne’eman reported that the document reviewed by Council members articulates the Council’s recommendations to CMS and Congress about the Medicaid Managed Care process.  He indicated that an overall goal of the projects including the regional forums is to hear from stakeholders and to boost and ensure the delivery of effective and quality services for people with disabilities.
Mr. Blumenthal reminded the Council members that the report was in the notebooks.

Chairperson Rosen asked for additional comments from the contractor, Capital Health strategies consultant Ellen Piekalkiewicz.  Ms. Piekalkiewicz highlighted that the forums reveal a number of problems for individuals with disabilities to access medical care through the state plans. Not everyone is knowledgeable on how to work with this population.  Accessibility is an issue in many places along with the need for information that is clear and has stakeholders input before plans are completed.
Mr. Finn agreed indicated that broad stakeholder input is definitely needed early in the process of developing the Medicaid Management plan for it makes a difference.
Ms. Martin-Proctor added when the Council members are conducting the forums people who are not able to attend in person have begun to interact  through their online comments, email and the use of twitter.

MOTION:  Chairperson called for a motion to approve the report.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gary Blumenthal: Aye

Mr. Chester Finn: Aye

Mr. Jonathan Kuniholm: Aye

Ms. Kamilah Martin-Proctor: Aye

Ms. Janice Lehrer-Stein: Aye

Mr. Ari Ne’eman: Aye
Ms. Stephanie Orlando: Aye
Mr. Benro Ogunyipe: Aye

Mr. Jeff Rosen: Aye

Ms. Lynnae Ruttledge: Aye

Dr. Kate Seelman: Aye

Mr. Clyde Terry: Aye

Mr. Royal Walker: Abstained
J.  Review if  Home Community Based Services (HCBS) Draft Findings and Recommendations
Mr. Ne’eman provided some contexts for the Council’s ongoing work around HCBS quality and settings. The Council’s project relates to services that supports meaningful integration into the community. CMS requires states transition plans that include not only integration but being certain people who receive home and community based services have the same rights as others in society as those who do not receive such services.

The Council’s report will largely track the work being done at the federal level and include the results of literature review.  The Council’s report will include input from advocacy groups, people with disabilities, families, services and stakeholders.

K. ADA25
Ms. Cokley introduced the panelists to discuss issues which impact the effectiveness of the ADA and recommended actions to further the ADA’s objectives.  The panelists were as follow:
Rosemarie Garland-Thompson-Professor of English and co-director of the Disability Studies Initiative

Ms. Garland-Thompson spoke on the development of interdisciplinary disability studies in higher education. She added that integration of multiple groups has changed everything in higher education.

Ms. Garland-Thompsons stated that disability studies began to develop as a grassroots initiative in higher education on the model of women’s ethnic and LGBTQ studies. 

Talley Wells-Director of the Disability Integration Project at the Atlanta Legal Aid Society

Mr. Wells encouraged everyone to preserve their ADA stories as a part of the ADA Legacy Project.  He stated that before ADA has to be captured, and for everyone to write down their stories and preserve their documents.
Mr. Wells stated that the Richard Russell Library is taking boxes from all disability advocates, self-advocates and people with disabilities in the state and they are preserving all of their documents.
James White-Center for Advanced Communications Policy at Georgia Tech

Mr. White presented what something called, “ADA Going Forward.”  The idea is not to critique the ADA but to talk about things that will possibly increase its effectiveness. (ADA and the its subsequent amendments)

Mr. White stated that his agency is looking at the effectiveness of the ADA through the lens of work that has been done by DOJ and concluded what was occurring at the municipal and county level and have concluded for the ADA to be effective at the municipal level was whether or not there was an ADA coordinator.

Sukie Glick-Youth Outreach and Development Specialist

Ms. Glick stated the best way to reach out to the youth is getting more involved in getting the ADA to be more effective is to implement it in to the school curriculum.
Ms. Cokley stated that the panelist each spoken upon the following:

· importance of building on the work that has done so far;
· thoughts on how to retain the work that has been done;

· whether to physically retain in archives;

· development  of technology over time; 

· Thinking about the evolution of disability studies as a field.
A roll call was taken to record the names of the general public that joined via teleconference.  The following individuals provided comments to the Council.  Comments may be sent to publiccomment@ncd.gov.

1. Ryan Johnson, Community Support Specialist-Center for Leadership and Disability, Georgia State University.  Mr. Johnson stated that the United States needs to assert its leadership by fighting discrimination and acting as a model of an inclusive society.  It needs to reaffirm their support of people with disabilities as home and abroad as well as urge senators to pass SRPH upon reconvening.
2. Vincent Martin-stated that he deals with universal design and accommodations and that he hopes as federal employees that we will lead the change  in making sure things are accessible by using a user centered design and proper way of providing reasonable accommodations.
3. Singh Tyson, legally blind urged the Council to continue conversations on employment and make it more of a possibility than a dream.
4. Theresa Senior, parent of disabled daughter. Urged the Council to keep institutions open for those kids and individuals who are in most need and are being taken care of by qualified people.
5. Anne Knighton, President of VOR which is an organization that advocates for people in the community as well as intermediate care facilities.
6. Irene Welsh, VOR was representing her niece who is a severely disabled mentally and physically. 
Chairperson Rosen adjourned the Council meeting at 12:16 PM (ET) and wished everyone a safe journey home.
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